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Contacts:  Mary Ellen Hamer, Independent Colleges of Indiana, Inc., 317/236-6090 (x 224) or 

Nancy Norris, Chase, 502/566-3620

JPMorgan Chase Awards Two ICI Campuses “Overcoming Barriers and Challenges to Education” Grants

INDIANAPOLIS, June 25, 2008 – Chase and the Independent Colleges of Indiana (ICI) have announced the selection of two Indiana independent universities to share a $20,000 grant from the JPMorgan Chase Foundation as part of the “Overcoming Barriers and Challenges to Education in Indiana” initiative.  The campuses are Saint Mary’s College (South Bend) and the University of Evansville (Evansville). 
All member colleges of the Independent Colleges of Indiana were invited to submit proposals describing how they would identify and develop workable solutions to the challenges and barriers facing students from underrepresented populations in gaining access to, sustaining, and attaining their college degrees.  Chosen by a panel of Chase (Indiana) officers, the 2008 winning programs are: 

Saint Mary’s College ($7,000):  The grant money will pilot PT Mentoring, a peer-mentoring program for students from low-income, underrepresented, and underserved backgrounds.  The program will link Saint Mary freshmen, as well as young women from the local community, with Saint Mary sophomores, juniors, and seniors, with the overall goal of helping the younger women become more aware of the possibilities a college education offers and develop the confidence they need to persist in completing their undergraduate degrees. 

University of Evansville ($13,000):  The OPTIONS for Middle School Boys program will seek to model a solution to the decrease in engineering enrollments experienced throughout the country, especially among minority males, and provide a three-day camp incorporating mentoring opportunities, community engagement, and participation on learning teams for these young men.
“Helping low-income, minority, and under-served students earn college degrees and secure better and higher- paying jobs is a priority for Chase,” said Dennis L. Bassett, CEO of Chase in Indiana. “We look to our grant recipients not only to achieve actual outcomes for the students involved in their programs but also to provide models for other colleges and universities to adopt, adapt, and implement on their campuses.” 

“We are very pleased that Chase has chosen to financially support this important initiative,” said Hans Giesecke, ICI president and CEO.  “All 31 of Indiana’s independent colleges and universities strive to assure opportunity and choice in higher education for all students, no matter their socioeconomic background, and this commitment from Chase further advances that shared mission.” 

Chase is Indiana’s largest financial institution, with 3,500 employees and 185 locations in the state. Chase is the U.S. consumer and commercial banking brand of JPMorgan Chase & Co. (NYSE: JPM).  Chase has 154 million credit cards issued and serves consumers and small businesses through more than 3,000 bank branches, 8,500 ATMs and 280 mortgage offices as well as through relationships with 15,000 auto dealerships and 4,300 schools and universities.  It also serves more than 30,000 commercial banking clients, including corporations, municipalities, financial institutions and not-for-profit entities.  More information about Chase is available at www.chase.com.

Independent Colleges of Indiana, Inc. (ICI) is a nonprofit corporation that represents the state’s 31 nonprofit, accredited, undergraduate degree-granting institutions of higher education. ICI member institutions enroll more than 83,000 students (approximately 23 percent of all students statewide) and annually produce 31 percent of all bachelor’s degrees in Indiana. For more information: www.icindiana.org.  
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