Dr. Charlotte Westerhaus Appointed as Acting President of Martin University

(December 6, 2010 – Indianapolis IN) - The Board of Trustees of Martin University announced today that Dr. Charlotte Westerhaus has been appointed acting president of the university, replacing Dr. Algeania Freeman, who is retiring as president effective December 31, 2010.
“As we launch our nationwide search for Martin’s next permanent president, we are most pleased that Dr. Westerhaus, a nationally recognized expert in multicultural education and workforce diversity and inclusion, will be working closely with staff, faculty and the board to preserve the progress made under Dr. Freeman and prepare the university for its leadership transition,” said John Bartlett, the chair of Martin’s board of trustees. 
Dr. Westerhaus is the former vice president of diversity and inclusion for the National Collegiate Athletics Association in Indianapolis. She holds a J.D. from the Maurer School of Law at Indiana University, Bloomington. She also holds a M.Ed. in college student personnel and a B.S. in journalism, both from Ohio University, Athens. Her experience overseeing effective initiatives, programs and regulatory compliance for profit and non-profit organizations includes: three years’ service as assistant to the president, and director of equal opportunity and diversity at the University of Iowa; three years as director of affirmative action at Purdue University; and two years as assistant to the chancellor for equity and diversity at the University of Wisconsin, Kenosha.
“The board is grateful to Dr. Freeman for her many contributions during her three-year tenure as president of Martin University,” Bartlett said. “Under her determined leadership, the university accomplished the primary turnaround objectives she was asked to achieve, including significant improvements in the university’s enrollment, academic programs and financial standing.”
There will be a press conference at Martin University today at 1pm. Chair John Bartlett and Acting President Dr. Charlotte Westerhaus will be available to discuss today's announcement and answer questions.
The historic mission of Martin University is to serve low income, minority, disenfranchised, and non-traditional learners or all who may benefit in a freedom and healing-minded environment. The University is recognized for providing a quality education to persons who often need a second chance, especially those who contend with poverty and lack of educational resources. Martin University is a non-denominational, private, liberal arts institution. 

Martin University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission.
###
BIO SUMMARY - CHARLOTTE WESTERHAUS
Employment
• National Collegiate Athletic Association, Indianapolis - Vice President of Diversity and Inclusion (2005-2010) 
• University of Iowa, Iowa City - Assistant to the President, Director of Equal Opportunity and Diversity (2002-2005) 
• Rockwell Collins, Cedar Rapids, Iowa - Manager, Diversity and Equal Opportunity (2001-2002) 
• Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana - Director of Affirmative Action (1998-2001) 
• University of Wisconsin, Parkside, Kenosha - Assistant to the Chancellor for Equity and Diversity (1996-1998) 
• Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, Wisconsin - Attorney (1994-1996) 
• Foley & Lardner, Milwaukee, Wisconsin - Associate Attorney (1992-1994) 
• Pomona College, Claremont, California - Assistant Dean of Students for Residence Life (1987-1989) 
• University of California, Davis - Community Development Coordinator (1986-1987) 
Education
• J.D., Maurer School of Law, Indiana University, Bloomington (1991) 
• M.Ed. in College Student Personnel, Ohio University, Athens (1986) 
• B.S. in Journalism, Ohio University, Athens (1976) 
Civic Activities
• National Association of Black Sports Professionals, Inc. - National Advisory Board (2008-2010) 
• Indiana Board of Law Examiners (2007-present) 
• United Way of Central Indiana (2006-present) - Executive Committee, Ready to Learn/Ready to Earn Committee, Campaign Cabinet 
• Indiana University Purdue University, Indianapolis - Indianapolis Board of Advisors (2007-present) 
• Ohio University Alumni Association Board of Directors (2007-present) 
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