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Dennis Rittenmeyer announces plans to retire from Calumet College of St. Joseph

Long-time President to depart after 2010-2011 academic year

HAMMOND, Ind. (June 1, 2010) – Dr. Dennis C. Rittenmeyer, president of Calumet College of St. Joseph, today announced he will retire effective June 30, 2011, capping a distinguished 40-year career in higher education.

Rittenmeyer, 66, has served as Calumet College of St. Joseph’s president since July 1987. He has led the private institution from financial insecurity to stability, nearly doubled enrollment, improved facilities, and expanded academic offerings as well as programs for students. 

Throughout his presidency, Rittenmeyer also has been an active, engaged leader in the Northwest Indiana community.  “I am proud of what we have accomplished at Calumet College of St. Joseph during my 23 years with this institution, and I have been fortunate to work with a supportive Board of Trustees, faculty and staff,” Rittenmeyer said. “Our students and alumni are bright, creative and motivate us to continue to strive to offer an academically challenging and flexible learning environment.

“The time is right for me to move on to the next step in my journey,” Rittenmeyer continued. “I believe it is in the best interest of the college to seek new leadership when we have many positive dynamics to share.”

Highlights of Rittenmeyer’s career at Calumet College of St. Joseph

Rittenmeyer joined Calumet College of St. Joseph July 7, 1987, at a time when the sponsoring Missionaries of the Precious Blood (C.PP.S.) was considering closing the institution due to a serious financial crisis. Members of the Board of Trustees credit Rittenmeyer with returning the college to prosperity.
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“Dennis has done a magnificent job of getting us on a sound footing and turning the school into a force in Indiana,” said Thomas Katsahnias, chairman of the Board of Trustees. “Calumet College  is a very good school, which is essential in Northwest Indiana, and Dennis deserves the praise for that.”

In addition to the financial turnaround, accomplishments during Rittenmeyer’s tenure include:

· Reversing a slide in enrollment, and increasing enrollment from approximately 870 in 1987 to nearly 1,300 in 2010.

· Expanding the programs offered from associate’s degrees only, to associate’s, bachelor’s and master’s degrees, plus the Transition to Teaching program.

· Completing extensive renovations of the main Calumet College of St. Joseph building, including installation of “smart” technology in nearly all classrooms. The first new building in the history of the college was added in 2009 with the completion of the $3.5 million Student Activity/Community Center.
· Growing development efforts and establishing an endowment fund, currently totaling about $5.5 million. As a private institution, Calumet College of St. Joseph receives no state funding or subsidies.

· Adding student athletics. More than 270 students now participate in intercollegiate sports. The men’s bowling team was runner-up for the national title this year, while the men’s and women’s basketball teams advanced to their conference playoffs. 

· Recognition by U.S. News and World Report as being “a leader in diversity among colleges in the Midwest.”
“Dr. Rittenmeyer has found the niche that is important for Calumet College of St. Joseph to serve,” said the Most Rev. Dale Melczek, D.D., bishop of the Diocese of Gary and honorary chairman of the college’s Board of Trustees. “He has built upon the college’s Catholic identity, and the college serves a population that is a beautiful blend of those coming out of high school and those who have chosen much later in life to embellish their careers with a college degree or a graduate degree. It’s an enormous plus for the college that its student body is very diverse demographically as well. The blend of graduates is reflective of the Calumet area.”

Rev. John Kalicky, C.PP.S., pastor of St. John the Baptist Church in Whiting and a trustee of Calumet College of St. Joseph representing the Missionaries of the Precious Blood, said he is reminded of the Gospel story of the landowner. In the story, the lesson is that the one who invests the most, serving with generosity and joy, receives the most reward. 

“Dr. Rittenmeyer invested his time and talents in Calumet College of St. Joseph, and as a result there was a blessing a hundred fold because of him,” Kalicky said. “The Missionaries of the Precious Blood are most grateful for his years of professional leadership and his faithfulness to the college’s mission, and he has been a blessing to the college family.”

-more-

Dennis Rittenmeyer announces plans to retire from Calumet College of St. Joseph
Page 3

Community involvement

Melczek, Kalicky and Katsahnias also praised Rittenmeyer’s commitment to the Northwest Indiana community. His visible leadership has helped raise the profile of Calumet College of St. Joseph, enhancing recruiting and fundraising opportunities, they noted.

Rittenmeyer served for nearly 10 years as the volunteer president of the Lake County Regional Bus Authority. In 2009, he was honored by Gov. Mitch Daniels with the Distinguished Hoosier Award, Indiana’s highest award for citizens, for his tireless efforts on behalf of public transportation in Northwest Indiana.

Rittenmeyer’s extensive community leadership roles have included: chairman and executive committee member of the Quality of Life Council; member of the Shared Ethics Committee; member of the Planning Committee for the Lake County Advancement Committee; chairman of the Lake Area United Way’s Long-Range Planning Committee; president of the Tri-City Mental Health Center Board; and many more.

“Dennis is a remarkable person, deeply committed to the community. He has a high sense of integrity, and he is a thorough professional,” said Calvin Bellamy, an attorney with Krieg DeVault who has volunteered with Rittenmeyer for several community organizations. “He has given himself thoroughly to promoting Calumet College and to working for the broader community.

“It’s almost like he had two full-time jobs, but I never thought the college suffered, because he devoted himself thoroughly to both tasks,” Bellamy added. “He conveys a spirit of ethics to all that he does. He’s passionate, he’s dedicated. He doesn’t have a private agenda.”

Trustees begin search process

The executive committee of Calumet College of St. Joseph’s Board of Trustees has begun the process of formulating a search for a new president. The Trustees have enlisted consulting firm RPA, Inc., of Williamsport, Pa., to help identify the characteristics and skill sets required to best serve in the role. RPA led Trustees, faculty and staff, and community members through a series of meetings this spring.

“We want the community and the college family to know we will be involving everyone in the process,” said Lawrence Meyers, chairman-elect of the Board of Trustees, who will chair the search committee.
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Rittenmeyer’s background

Rittenmeyer, who is the longest-serving college president in Indiana, joined Calumet College of St. Joseph after two years as Executive Dean at Purdue University Calumet in Hammond. Previously he had held administrative roles at the State University of New York and Old Dominion University in Virginia. He served two years as a U.S. Army Captain.

Rittenmeyer earned his Ph.D. in higher education administration from Michigan State University. His master’s degree in counseling and psychology, and his bachelor’s degree in secondary education with an emphasis in biology, are from Western Michigan University. 

Rittenmeyer, a Hobart native, and his wife, Leslie, live in Munster and plan to remain in the area. Leslie is a professor at Purdue University Calumet. They have five grown children.  
About Calumet College of St. Joseph

Calumet College of St. Joseph is a degree-granting, Catholic institution of higher education sponsored by the Missionaries of the Precious Blood (C.PP.S.). The college prepares graduates for careers and graduate school with academic and professional programs based on a strong foundation in the liberal arts and sciences. Serving a richly diverse student population, the college encourages differing views, fosters personal growth, and promotes the formation of spiritual, moral, and ethical values in support of social justice and personal responsibility. More information is available at www.ccsj.edu. 
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